
 
 
 

Subject:  U. S. History and Government Grade:   11 Timeline:           September Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  Foundations of Government Total Time for Instruction:   4 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 1 

Teacher�s Comment:   

NYS:   1: History of the United States and New York; 2: World History; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Government 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

Ancient Roots of Government 

Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

Ancient Roots of Government  
Students should understand the roots of democracy in An indirect democracy is a representative democracy. Discuss the difference between an indirect democracy 
America  and  how  the  United  States  government and direct democracy. 
developed. A direct democracy is when all citizens participate in 

the government. 

A republic is a government where people vote for their 
leaders. 

 
European Roots of Government European Roots of Government 
The Magna Carta (1215) was a document that weakened Discuss the significance of the Magna Carta. 
the power of the monarchy in England. 

Discuss the significance of the English Bill of 
The English Bill of Rights (1689) established the rights Rights. 
of English citizens. 

 
Enlightenment Thinkers and the ideas they supported: Discuss   the   ideas   supported   by   each   of   the 
�   John Locke - natural rights Enlightenment thinkers. 
�   Jean Jacques Rousseau - social contract [the ruler 

has the consent of the governed] 
�   Baron  de  Montesquieu -   three  branches  of 

government 
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Colonial Roots of Government Colonial Roots of Government 
In 1607,  Jamestown  was  founded  by  a  joint  stock 
company  and  organized  for  the  financial  benefits  of 
investors.  

In 1620, Massachusetts Bay Colony was founded by the 
Pilgrims  who  had  left  England  to  escape  religious 
persecution; they wanted to establish a society based on 
their puritanical beliefs.  
 
The Peter Zenger Trial illustrated the colonists desire for the 
right to criticize the government.  
 
The Mayflower Compact created the body politik, which Explain  how  colonial  self-government  affected  the 
was an agreement to their plan of government. creation of the U. S. system of government. 
 
New England town meetings were examples of direct 
democracy.  

The  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  was  the  first 
representative government in the Americas.  
 
Maryland  Act  of  religious  toleration  showed  the 
colonists� desire for religious freedom.  

The  Albany  Plan  of  Union,  which  was  written  by  
Benjamin Franklin, was the first attempt to unite the  
colonies.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Colonial Roots of Government Continued Colonial Roots of Government Continued 
Franklin based the Albany Plan of Union on the Iroquois Discuss the major causes of the Revolutionary War. 
Confederacy. 

Important causes of the Revolutionary War were:  
�   taxation without representation  
�   mercantilism  
�    Stamp Act  

The Declaration of Independence was written in 1776 to 
enable colonists to announce their reasons for breaking 
away from Great Britain.  
 
The Declaration of Independence has three parts: Identify   the   three   parts   of   the   Declaration   of 

�   defining natural rights Independence and discuss the purpose of each part. 
�   stating the colonists� grievances with King George 
�   declaring their independence Read and interpret the Declaration of Independence. 
 
The  Articles  of  Confederation (1781)  were  the  first 
written plan of government for the United  States of 
America. 

The Articles of Confederation had several weaknesses Discuss the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 
including: 
�   government couldn�t collect taxes  
�   government did not have a judicial branch  
�   no national army or navy  
�   lack of standard currency  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

Colonial Roots of Government Continued �   
weak executive branch 
�   inability to settle disputes between states including  
 interstate tariffs 
�    amending  the  constitution  required  unanimous  
 approval 
�   there was a unicameral legislature where each state  
 had one vote regardless of size 
�   passing a law required the approval of 9 out of 13  
 states 

The  achievements  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
included: 
�   settled the Northwest Territory 
�   displayed  the  concerns  over  absolute  power  by  
 creating a limited government 

 
Shay�s  Rebellion,  a  western  Massachusetts  farmers� 
revolt, showed the limited ability of the Confederation to 
solve a problem. 

 
The Constitutional Convention 
The Constitutional Convention was convened in 1787 to  
address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 

The Convention delegates made the decision to throw 
out  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  create  a  new 
constitution. 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

Colonial Roots of Government Continued 

Discuss   the   achievements   of   the   Articles   of 
Confederation. 

Discuss the significance of Shay�s Rebellion as it relates 
to testing the new government of the United States. 

The Constitutional Convention 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The Constitutional Convention Continued The Constitutional Convention Continued 
The Constitutional Convention addressed many issues Identify the issues that the Constitutional Convention 
including  representation  in  the  legislative  branch, addressed. 
federalism,  direct  election  of  the  President,  and  the 
counting of slaves in a state�s population.  

The two sides in the representation issue were: Identify the two sides in the representation issue. 
�   the Virginia Plan - which assigned representation  
 based on a state�s population  
�   the New Jersey Plan - which gave each state equal  
 representation  
 
The issue of representation was settled by the Great  
Compromise, which established a bicameral legislature Discuss the compromise that was developed to solve the 
-  one  house,  the  Senate,  gave  each  state  equal representation issue. 
representation   and   one   house,   the   House   of  
Representatives, based representation on population.  
 

The two sides in the federalism debate were: Identify the two sides in the federalism debate. 
�   the Federalists who were the advocates of a strong  
 central government  
�   the  Anti-Federalists  who  supported  the  idea  of  
 states� rights  

The  issue  of  federalism  was  settled  by  establishing  Discuss the solution to the federalism issue.  
division  of  powers  between  the  state  and  federal  
governments.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The Constitutional Convention Continued The Constitutional Convention Continued 
The  direct  or  indirect  election  of  the  President  was 
settled by creating the Electoral College, which allowed the 
voters to elect representatives who would then in turn 
elect the President.  

The issue of slaves in representation involved whether Identify the issue regarding representation of slaves in a 
or not to count slaves in a state�s population. state�s  population. 

This issue was settled by the Three-Fifths Compromise, Discuss the compromise that was developed to solve the 
which established that slaves counted as three-fifths of a slave representation issue. 
person in population.  

The Commerce Clause acted as a compromise on the 
issue of who should regulate interstate trade.  

The ratification of the constitution was debated because  
the   Anti-federalists   feared  that   a   strong   central  
government would take away their natural rights.  

The slave trade compromise postponed the discussion of the 
slave trade until 1807.  

The issue of ratification was debated in the Federalist Discuss the role that the Federalist Papers played in 
Papers, which were an attempt to persuade remaining debating the issue of ratification. 
states to ratify the constitution. 
 
The Constitution of the United States was ratified in  
1789.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Terms:  
Anti-Federalists, Articles of Confederation, body politik, 
direct   democracy,   Electoral   College,   federalism, 
Federalist Papers, Federalists, indirect democracy, John 
Locke, King George III, Magna Carta, mercantilism, 
Baron  de  Montesquieu,  natural  rights,  Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787, Proclamation of 1763, representative 
government,  republic,  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  Stamp Act, 
virtual representation  
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Subject:  U. S. History and Government Grade:   11 Timeline:          October 

Unit:  The Constitution of the U. S. Total Time for Instruction:   5-7 weeks 

Teacher�s Comment:   

NYS:   5: Civics, Citizenship and Government 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Sequential Significance:  Unit 2 

Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.)  

 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Students  should  understand  the  basic  structure  and The Preamble of the United States outlined the social Read and interpret the Preamble of the United States 
function of the three branches of government as they are contract into which citizens were entering. Constitution. 
defined in the United States Constitution. 

The Constitution of the United States established three Explain how the European Enlightenment influenced the 
branches of government - the legislative, executive, and making of the U. S. Constitution 
judicial. 

 
Article I - The Legislative Branch Article I - The Legislative Branch 
Qualifications  for  membership  in  the  Legislative Identify the qualifications for membership in the House 
Branch: of Representatives and the United States Senate. 
�   the House of Representatives - 25 years old, citizen  
 for 7 years, must live in the state  
�   the Senate - 30 years old, citizen for 9 years, must  
 live in state  
 
Terms of office in the Legislative Branch: Identify the terms of office and qualifications for the 
�   the House of Representatives - two year terms House of Representatives and the United States Senate. 
�   the  Senate -  six  year  terms;  Senate  terms  are 

staggered so that one third of the Senate is up for Explain the rationale of the Founding Father�s in setting 
election every two years the terms and qualifications for representatives. 

 
The President Pro Tempore is in charge of the Senate 
when the Vice President is not there.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Article I - The Legislative Branch Continued Article I - The Legislative Branch Continued 
The Speaker of the House is the leader of the House of 
Representatives.  

Powers of the Legislative Branch: Discuss the powers of the legislative branch. 
�    levy taxes - [all revenue bills begin in the House  
 because they are the most direct representatives of  
 the people]  
�   borrow money  
�   regulate interstate commerce  
�   establish rules of naturalization  
�    coin money  
�   establish post office  
�   issue patents and copyrights  
�   set up federal court system  
�    declare war  
�   raise and support armed forces  
�   make all laws necessary and proper (elastic cause)  
 
Powers denied to the Legislative Branch: Discuss  the  powers  that  are  denied  the  legislative 
�   habeas  corpus -  prohibits  the  establishment  of branch. 

martial law  
�   ex post facto - no law can be established after the  
 fact  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 
 

Article II - The Executive Branch 
Qualifications for the President - 35 years old, natural- 
born citizen, resident for 14 years. 

 
Term of office of the President - 4 years. 

Powers of the President: 
�    Chief Executive 
�   Commander-in-chief 
�    Chief Diplomat 
�    Chief of State 
�   Chief Legislator - veto power 

 
Article III - The Judicial Branch 
There is to be one Supreme Court. 

Supreme Court justices are appointed for life.  

There is one chief justice and eight other justices. 

Important  Supreme  Court  cases  from  United  States 
history include: 
�   Marbury v. Madison - judicial review �   
McCullough v. MD - states� rights 
�   Gibbons v. Ogden - interstate commerce  
�    Worcester v. GA  - allowed Native Americans to  
 have their own laws 
�   Dred Scott v. Sanford - slaves are property  
�   Wabash v. IL - interstate commerce; railroad rates 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

Article II - The Executive Branch 
Identify the qualifications that one must have in order to 
be President 

Discuss  and  identify  examples  of  the  powers  of  the 
President. 

Article III - The Judicial Branch 

Discuss the reasons for Supreme Court justices to be 
appointed for life. 

Discuss each of the important Supreme Court cases from 
United  States  history  by  identifying  the  issue  it 
addressed and the significance of the decision. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Article III - The Judicial Branch Continued Article III - The Judicial Branch Continued 
� U.S. v. E.C. Knight - manufacturing is not interstate 

commerce 
� In Re Debs - strikes cannot interfere with interstate 

commerce 
� Plessy  v.  Ferguson  -  established  the  doctrine of 

separate but equal 
� Northern Securities v. U.S. - interstate commerce 
� Lochner v. N.Y. - state cannot limit work hours 
� Muller  v.  OR -  female  workers  need  more 

protection, hours may be regulated 
� Schenck v. U.S. - free speech is not absolute; �clear 

and present danger� 
� Schecter Poultry v. U.S. - NRA is unconstitutional 
� United States v. Butler  - struck down the AAA 

during the New Deal 
� Korematsu v. U.S. - war powers 
� Brown v. Board of Education - separate but equal is 

unconstitutional 
� Watkins v. U.S. - rules in Congressional committees 

are the same as those in court 
� Mapp v. Ohio - no illegal search and seizure 
� Baker v. Carr - apportionment; no gerrymandering 
� Engle v. Vitale  - separation of church and state; 

prayer in school 
� Gideon v. Wainwright - right to a lawyer 
� Heart of Atlanta v. U.S. - hotels cannot discriminate 

based on race, violation of interstate commerce  
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Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

Article III - The Judicial Branch Continued �   
Miranda v. AZ - �Miranda rights� 
�   Tinker v. Des Moines - symbolic speech in schools �   
N.Y. Times v. U.S. - free speech, Pentagon Papers �    
Roe  v.  Wade -  establishes  a  woman�s  right  to 

privacy; abortion 
�   U.S. v. Nixon - executive privilege is not absolute �   
New Jersey v. TLO - school can conduct reasonable  
 search with reasonable suspicion 
�   Cruzan v. Missouri Dept. - euthanasia  
�   Planned Parenthood v. Casey - abortion  
�    Veronia  v.  Acton -  drug  testing  athletes  is 

constitutional 
�   Ex  Parte  -  martial  law  cannot  exist  when  civil  
 courts are operating 

 
Checks and Balances 
Examples of checks and balances in the United States 
Constitution include: 
�   impeachment - legislative checks executive �   
veto - executive checks legislative 
�   overriding a veto - with 2/3 vote, legislative checks  
 executive 
�    judicial  review -  judicial  checks  executive  and 

legislative 
�   Congress declares war - legislative checks executive �   
Senate ratifies treaties - legislative checks executive �   
Senate  ratifies  appointments -  legislative  checks 

executive 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

Article III - The Judicial Branch Continued 

Checks and Balances 
Identify and discuss the ways in which the United States  
Constitution  provides  for  a  system  of  checks  and  
balances. 

Identify historical examples of checks and balances in 
action,  such  as,  Watergate,  the  Treaty  of  Versailles, 
Jackson�s  veto  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State, 
Johnson�s  impeachment,  FDR�s  court  packing  plan, 
Supreme Court�s NRA refusal, Clinton�s impeachment, 
Marbury vs. Madison. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Checks and Balances Continued Checks and Balances Continued 
�   President can call Congress into session - executive 

checks legislative 
�   President   grants   pardons - executive   checks 

legislative and judicial 
�   Congress establishes the courts - legislative checks 

judicial 
 
Legislation Legislation 
The steps involved in the process of a bill becoming a Describe the steps that are involved in the process of a 
law are: bill becoming a law. 
� Bill is introduced: Bills originate in the House of 

Representatives or Senate and are then assigned to 
committee 

� Approved  by  Committee:  House  or  Senate 
committee approves the bill 

�  Vote  of  House  members:  Either  house  reads,  
 debates,  and  votes  on  the  bill.    If  a  majority  
 approves it, the bill goes to the other house.  
 � Passed by Other House:   Bill is read, debated, and  
 voted on by all members; majority vote passes it.  
� Differences Worked  Out:  The  Joint  Committee  
 works out differences in the bill; revised bill passes  
 both houses.  
� Enrolled and signed: Vice-President signs the bill 

and it is sent to the President. 
�  Made a Law: President signs the bill, or holds it  
 ten days without signing it, and it becomes a law.  
� Passed Over Veto: If President vetoes bill, two- 
 thirds vote of both houses makes it law.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
The Amendment Process The Amendment Process 
An amendment can be proposed in one of two ways: Describe  the  ways  in  which  an  amendment  can  be 
�   a two-thirds vote of each house of Congress proposed. 
�   a  convention  called  by  two-thirds  of  the  state 

legislatures 

An amendment can be ratified in one of two ways: Describe  the  ways  in  which  an  amendment  can  be 

�   approval by three-fourths of the sate legislatures ratified. 
�   approval  by  three-fourths  of  special  conventions  
 held in each state  

The first ten amendments to the Constitution are known as 
the Bill of Rights.  
 
The Bill of Rights was drafted by James Madison in Discuss each of the amendments in the Bill of Rights. 
order to convince key states to ratify the Constitution 
and was added to the Constitution in 1791.  
 
The Bill of Rights includes:  
�   First Amendment: religious and political freedoms  
 including  freedom  of  speech,  press,  religion,  
 assembly and petition  
�   Second Amendment:  right to bear arms  
�   Third Amendment: quartering of soldiers  
�   Fourth Amendment: search and seizure  
�   Fifth Amendment:   rights of accused persons (self- 
 incrimination)  
�   Sixth Amendment: right to a speedy, public trial  
�   Seventh Amendment: trial by jury in civil cases  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The Amendment Process Continued The Amendment Process Continued 
�   Eighth Amendment: limits of fines and punishments  
 (cruel and unusual punishment; excessive bail)  
�   Ninth Amendment: rights of people  (citizens are  
 entitled  to  rights  that  are  not  listed  in  the  
 Constitution)  
�   Tenth Amendment: powers of the states and people  
 (all  powers  not  specifically  given  to  the  federal  
 government  in  the  Constitution  belong  to  the  
 people)  
 
Other important amendments include: Discuss each of the important amendments identified. 
� 11 th  Amendment:  rules  for  lawsuits  against  the 

states Discuss why the amendment process has been used so 

� 12 th Amendment: election of the president and vice- frequently. 
president 

� 13 th Amendment: slavery abolished 
� 14 th Amendment: civil rights (equal protection) 
� 15 th  Amendment:  right  to  vote (universal  male 

suffrage) 
� 16 th Amendment: income tax 
� 17 th Amendment: direct election of senators 
� 18 th Amendment: Prohibition 
� 19 th Amendment: women�s suffrage 
� 20 th Amendment: �lame duck� sessions 
� 21 st Amendment: repeal of Prohibition 
� 22 nd Amendment: limit on presidential terms 
� 24 th Amendment: abolition of poll taxes 
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

The Amendment Process Continued 
�  25 th Amendment: presidential disability, succession 
�  26 th Amendment: eighteen-year-old vote 
�  27 th Amendment: Congressional pay (prohibits mid- 

term pay increase) 
 

Unwritten Constitution 
The cabinet is a group of advisors appointed by the 
President and approved by Congress. 

The cabinet is comprised of the heads of the major 
departments of government. 

The cabinet is not mentioned in the Constitution, but 
plays a vital role in our government. 

Other aspects of U.S. government that are a part of the 
�unwritten Constitution� include: 
�    political parties 
�    lobbyists 
�    judicial review 
�   congressional committees 

 
The Impeachment Process 
Impeachment is the official process of accusing a public 
official of wrongdoing. 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

The Amendment Process Continued 

Unwritten Constitution 

Identify the aspects of the government that are a part of  
the �unwritten Constitution� and the role that each  one  
plays. 

The Impeachment Process 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The Impeachment Process Continued The Impeachment Process Continued 
An  public  official  can  be  impeached  on  any  of  the Identify the grounds on which a public official can be 
following grounds: impeached. 
�   treason 
�   bribery 
�   high crimes and misdemeanors 
 
The House of Representatives brings the formal charges Describe the impeachment process and the role that the 
of impeachment against a public official. legislative and judicial branches play in that process. 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presides over the 
impeachment trial.  

The  United  States  Senate  acts  as  the  jury  in  the 
impeachment trial; an official can be convicted by a 
two-thirds vote of the Senate.  

In  New  York  State  Government,  the  State,  city  and 
towns apply the same principles of separation of powers and 
limited government.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Terms:  
appellate jurisdiction, concurrent powers, constitutional  
interpretation,  delegated  powers,  double  jeopardy,  
elastic clause, eminent domain, enumerated powers, ex  
post facto, habeas corpus, impartial, impeach,   implied  
powers, interstate commerce, judicial review, jury of  
peers, lame duck, lobbyists,   original jurisdiction, PACs,  
�plead  the 5 th�,  popular  sovereignty,  President  Pro  
Tempore,  reserved  powers,  separation  of  church  and  
state, Speaker of the House, special interests, states�  
rights, veto, warrant  
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Subject:  U. S. History and Government Grade:   11 Timeline:              November     Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  The Constitution Tested Total Time for Instruction:   3-4 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 3 

Teacher�s Comment:   

NYS:   1: History of the United States and New York; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Government 

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students  should  understand  the  role  that  the  early 
presidents played in defining the Constitution and the 
role of the new government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RUFSD Curriculum Map-  US History & Government -  
Grade 11 Created 2008-09 

Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

The Federalists put the Constitution into practice. 
 

The first Federalist presidents were George Washington 
and John Adams. 

 
George Washington�s Presidency (1789-1797) 
George Washington was the first president of the United 
States. 

As the first president, Washington set   precedents which 
included: 
�    Cabinet 
�    Two term limit 
�    Neutrality 

Major events during Washington�s presidency included: �   
Adoption of the Bill of Rights 
�   Judiciary Act of 1789 
�   Hamilton�s economic plan 

o  Assumption of Debts 
o  Bank of the U. S. 
o  Excise tax 
o  Protective tariff 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

George Washington�s Presidency (1789-1797) 

Discuss  the  precedents  set  by  George  Washington�s 
presidency and the significance of each. 

Discuss the major events that occurred during George 
Washington�s presidency and the significance of each. 

Identify the main components of Alexander Hamilton�s 
economic plan. 

Compare and contrast the political ideas of Hamilton 
and Jefferson. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Grade 11 Created 2008-09 

Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 
 

George    Washington�s    Presidency (1789-1797) 
Continued 
�   Whiskey Rebellion [Demonstrated the ability of the  
 U. S. to put down civil unrest] 
�    Hamilton  v.  Jefferson -  development  of  first 

political parties 
 

Washington�s Farewell Address solidified his precedent 
of neutrality and warned against partisanship. 

 
John Adam�s Presidency (1797-1801) 
Major events during Adams� presidency included: �   
The Alien and Naturalization Acts 
�   The Sedition Act 
�    XYZ Affair 
�    Jay�s Treaty 
�   Midnight appointees 

 
The Revolution of 1800 
The election of Thomas Jefferson in 1800 changed the 
philosophies  of  government  from  the  more  centrist 
Federalist  beliefs  to  the  more  localized  Democratic- 
Republican application of the Constitution. 

Thomas Jefferson�s Presidency (1801-1809) 
Major events during Jefferson�s presidency included: �   
Transition from Federalists 
�   Marbury v. Madison 
�   Louisiana Purchase 
�    Lewis and Clark 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

George    Washington�s    Presidency (1789-1797) 
Continued 
Discuss how the new government was able to effectively 
deal with domestic problems. 

Discuss why Washington�s Farewell Address was an 
important document 

John Adam�s Presidency (1797-1801) 
Discuss  the  major  events  that  occurred  during  John 
Adams� presidency and the significance of each. 

The Revolution of 1800 
Discuss  what  is  meant  by  the  term �Revolution  of 
1800.� 

Thomas Jefferson�s Presidency (1801-1809) 
Discuss the major events that occurred during Thomas 
Jefferson�s presidency and the significance of each. 

Compare and contrast the Jefferson administration with 
Adams� administration. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

Thomas Jefferson�s Presidency (1801-1809) Continued �   
War with Tripoli 
�    Impressment 
�   Embargo Act and Non-Intercourse Act 

Jefferson   went   against   his   strict   constructionist 
philosophy when purchasing Louisiana and proposing the 
Embargo Act. 

 

John  Marshall was a Federalist Supreme Court Chief 
Justice. 

The  Marshall  Court  strengthened  the  power  of  the 
national government as seen in the following decisions: �   
Marbury v. Madison (1803) 
�   McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
�   Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 

 
James Madison�s Presidency (1809-1817) 
Major events during Monroe�s presidency included: �   
American system 
�   Chartering of the Second Bank of the United States �   
Monroe Doctrine 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning 
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

Thomas Jefferson�s Presidency (1801-1809) Continued 

Discuss how the purchase of Louisiana and the Embargo 
Act  conflicted  with  Jefferson�s  philosophy  of  strict 
constitutional interpretation. 

Discuss  the  geographic  importance  of  the  Purchase  of 
Louisiana. 

Discuss the important decisions that were passed by the 
Marshall Court and the significance of each. 

James Madison�s Presidency (1809-1817) 
Discuss  the  major  events  during  James  Madison�s 
presidency and the significance of each. 

Explain how the Monroe Doctrine was an extension of 
Washington�s Proclamation of Neutrality 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

James Madison�s Presidency (1809-1817) Continued James Madison�s Presidency (1809-1817) Continued 
� 1 st Industrial Revolution: 

o  Sectional differences in economics emerged  
o  Climate   and   geography   of   each   region  
 influenced the base of their economy  
o  North - industrial economy based on the factory  
 system  

- importance  of  waterways  for  power  and 
trade 

- urbanization 
o  South - fertile soil and long growing season led 

to the plantation system [cotton, tobacco, sugar 
cane] 

�   Transportation  Revolution -  canals,  turnpikes, Discuss  the  importance  of  the  Erie  Canal  on  the 
roads, railroads development  of  the  U.  S.  and  upstate  New  York 

�   Factory system - i.e. Lowell Mills, interchangeable economics. 
parts  

 
 
Andrew Jackson�s Presidency (1828-1837) Andrew Jackson�s Presidency (1828-1837) 
Andrew Jackson�s presidency witnessed the rise of mass 
politics.  

Suffrage was extended to all white males over 21 and the 
election of public officials was reformed.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Andrew Jackson�s Presidency (1828-1837)  Continued Andrew Jackson�s Presidency (1828-1837)  Continued 
Major events during Jackson�s presidency included: Discuss the major events that occurred during Andrew 
�   Spoils system Jackson�s presidency and the significance of each. 
�    Bank wars  
�   Tariff of Abominations - nullification crisis  
�   Indian Removal Act:  

o �Trail of Tears� 
o   Worcester v. Georgia (1832)  

 
Terms:  
alien, American system, Bank of the United States,  ,  
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  Aaron  Burr,  John  C.  Calhoun,  
caucus,  William  Clark,  Henry  Clay,  cotton  gin,  
Cumberland   Road,   debt   assumption,   Democratic- 
Republicans, doves, Era of Good Feelings, Federalists,  
Alexander  Hamilton,  hawks,  impressments,  interstate  
commerce,   isolationism,   Thomas   Jefferson,   John  
Marshall, Merriwether Lewis, nationalism, 
naturalization,   neutrality,   nominating   convention,  
partisan,   Pinckney   Treaty,   precedent,   Sacajawea,  
Samuel  Slater,  sectionalism,  sedition,  suffrage,  Msr.  
Talleyrand,  tariff,  Daniel  Webster,  Webster-Hayne  
Debate  
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Subject:  U. S. History and Government Grade:   11 Timeline:               December     Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  Growth of Sectionalism Total Time for Instruction:   1-2 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 4 

Teacher�s Comment:   

NYS:   1: History of the United States and New York; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Government 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Manifest Destiny Manifest Destiny 
Students should understand the events that contributed The purchase of the Louisiana Territory created a desire 
to the growth of sectionalism in the United States in the for the United States to expand westward. 
decades prior to the Civil War. 

Manifest Destiny is the belief in the continued territorial  
expansion of the United States as its obvious destiny.  

The  Missouri  Compromise  was  an  early  attempt  to 
address  the  questions  of  slavery  in  the  Louisiana 
Territory.  
 
This  precipitated  the  question  as  to  whether  slavery 
should be extended into the western territories.  
 
Territories gained during the 1840s included: Locate  and  label  the  territories  added  to  the  United 
�   Texas: annexed in 1845 -Lone Star Republic States during the 1840s. 
�   Oregon Territory  
�   California: annexed in 1849  

The Mexican War took place from 1846-1848.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Manifest Destiny Continued Manifest Destiny Continued 
The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo ended the Mexican Locate  and  label  the  area  known  as  the  Mexican 
War and gave the United States the Mexican Cession. Cession, which was won by the United States in the 

Mexican War. 
The   Mexican   Cession   included   the   present-day 
American southwest. 
 

Reformers of the early 19th century Reformers of the early 19th century 
Women�s Rights Movement Women�s Rights Movement 
The zenith of the women�s rights movement took place Identify  the  reformers  who  led  the  women�s  rights 
in 1848 at the Seneca Falls Convention. movement in the 19th century. 

The Seneca Falls Convention was led by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and Frederick Douglass. 

The Abolition Movement The Abolition Movement 
People who led the fight for abolition included: Identify the reformers who led the abolition movement. 
�    Nat Turner  
�   Frederick Douglass - North Star  
�   William Lloyd Garrison - Liberator  
�   Harriet Beecher Stowe - Uncle Tom�s Cabin  
�   Sojourner Truth  
�    John Brown  
�   Harriet Tubman  

Other reformers of the era  
Other reformers of the era included:  
�   Dorothea Dix - treatment of the mentally ill  
�   Horace Mann - education  
�   American Temperance Society  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students should under the issues that caused the Civil 
War, major events that took place during the war, and 
the process of reconstructing the nation that took place 
after the Civil War. 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 
 

The Civil War 
Major events that contributed to sectional tensions prior 
to the Civil War included: 
�   Missouri Compromise (1820) 
�   Nat Turner�s Revolt (1831) 
�   Wilmot Proviso (1846) 
�   Mexican Cession (1848) 
�   Compromise of 1850 
�   Uncle Tom�s Cabin (1852) 
�   Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) - �Bleeding Kansas� �    
Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) 
�   Lincoln-Douglass debates (1858) 
�   John Brown�s Raid on Harper�s Ferry (1859) �   
Election of Lincoln in 1860 

Eleven states seceded from the United States following 
the election of Lincoln: SC, NC, VA, FL, GA, LA, TN, 
AL, MS, TX, AR 

The  seceding  states  formed  a  new  country,  the  
Confederate States of America, led by Jefferson Davis. 

 
The  immediate  cause  of  fighting  which  led  to  the 
outbreak of the Civil War occurred at Fort Sumter, SC, 
in April 1861. 

 
Major battles of the Civil War included: 
�    Antietam 
�    Gettysburg 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

The Civil War 
Identify the major events that contributed to sectional 
tensions prior to the Civil War. 

Categorize the causes of the Civil War into economic, 
social, and political causes and explain each. 

Locate and label the eleven states that seceded from the 
United States following the election of Lincoln: SC, NC, 
VA, FL, GA, LA, TN, AL, MS, TX, AR 

Locate and label Fort Sumter, Antietam, and Gettysburg 
on a map. 

Discuss the significance of the major battles of Antietam 
and Gettysburg. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 

The Civil War Continued 
Advantages of the Union during the Civil War included: �    
Population 
�   Industrialized economy 
�    Money 
�   Established government 
�   Established military 
�    Navy 
�    Transportation 
�   Food and supplies 

Advantages of the Confederacy included: 
�   Military leadership - Jackson, Lee, Stuart �   
Motivation - defending the homeland �   
Defensive battle tactics 
�    Better soldiers 

Major events during the Civil War included: �    
Draft riots 
�   Suspension of habeas corpus - Ex Parte Milligan �   
Emancipation Proclamation (1862) 
�   Gettysburg Address (1863) 
�   Appomattox (April 1865) 
�   Lincoln�s Assassination (April 1865) 
�    Vice  President  Andrew  Johnson  assumes  the  
 presidency 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

The Civil War Continued 
Discuss the advantages of the Union during the Civil  
War. 

Discuss the advantages of the Confederacy during the 
Civil War. 

Discuss the major events during the Civil War. 

Read   the   Gettysburg   Address   and   discuss   its 
significance. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 
 

The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877) 
Following  the  Civil  War,  there  were  two  plans  for 
reconstruction put forth by the Radical and Moderate 
Republicans. 

Lincoln�s Ten Percent Plan for reconstructing the Union 
included: 
�   Ratify the 13th amendment 
�  10% in each state swear an oath of loyalty 
�   form a new government 

The    Congressional-Military    Reconstruction    Plan 
included: 
�   divide the south into five military districts �    require  
a  majority  of  the  people  in  each  state  
 required to swear an oath of loyalty 
�   ratify the 14th amendment and guarantee black men  
 the right to vote - 15th Amendment 
�    Confederate officials and army officers could not  
 vote 

 
Radical  Reconstruction  was  passed  over  President 
Johnson�s veto. 

President Johnson was impeached due to his defiance of 
Congress and his dismissal of Secretary of War Stanton 
without Congressional approval. 
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Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 

The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877) 

Discuss Lincoln�s plan for Reconstruction. 

Discuss Congress� Plan for Reconstruction. 

Compare and contrast Lincoln�s Plan for Reconstruction  
with Congress� Plan for Reconstruction. 

Identify  the  reasons  why  President  Johnson  was 
impeached and the outcome of his impeachment trial. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877) Continued The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877) Continued 
Radical Republicans lost power due to the corruption of  
U.S. Grant�s presidency.  

Following   the   controversial   election   of  1876,  
Republican candidate Rutherford B. Hayes was elected and 
the military was removed from the south.  

Conservative reaction to Radical Reconstruction in the Discuss the events that took place during the 1870s that 
South led to the oppression of African-Americans. brought about the end of Reconstruction. 

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) legalized segregation in the 
south under the condition of �separate but equal.�  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Terms:  
abolition,  the  Alamo,  Anaconda  Plan,  annex,  Santa  
Anna, Susan B. Anthony, Stephen Austin, John Wilkes  
Booth,  carpetbaggers,  chattel,  Confederate  States  of  
America, conscription, Davy Crockett, Jefferson Davis,  
Dorothea Dix,  Stephen  Douglas,  Frederick  Douglass,  
emancipate, Fifteenth Amendment,    Fourteenth 
Amendment,   Freedmen�s   Bureau,   William   Lloyd  
Garrison,  gold  rush,  grandfather  clause,  Ulysses  S.  
Grant,  Sarah  and  Angelina  Grimke,  Sam  Houston,  
impeach, Jim Crow laws, Know-Nothing Party, Ku Klux  
Klan, Robert E. Lee, Liberator, literacy test, lynching,  
Manifest  Destiny,  Horace  Mann,  martyr,  George  
McClellan, Mormons, Lucretia Mott, nativism, North  
Star,  pardon,  poll  tax,  popular  sovereignty,  Radical  
Republicans, scalawags, secede, segregation, 
sharecropping, William T. Sherman, slavery, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Harriet Beecher Stowe, tenant farming, 
Tenure of Office Act, Thirteenth Amendment, total war, 
Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner, Sojourner Truth, Uncle 
Tom�s Cabin, Union, Brigham Young  
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Subject:  U. S. History and Government Grade:   11 Timeline:              January              Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  Westward Expansion Total Time for Instruction:   1 week Sequential Significance:  Unit 5 

Teacher’s Comment:   

NYS:   1: History of the United States and New York; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Government 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Students  should  understand  the  actions  taken  by  the The  United  States  government  actions  to  encourage Describe the physical characteristics of the Great Plains. 
United States to settle the western frontier and the issues settlement of the west included: 
facing farmers during this period. •   Homestead Act (1862) Compare and contrast the use of land in the late 1800s 

•   Land-grant acts with the way it is used today. 
•   Transcontinental railroad  
 
The  increased  western  movement  of  United  States  
settlers led to conflicts with the Native Americans of the  
Plains.  
 
Two examples of conflicts between American settlers Locate  and  label  the  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn  and 
and Native Americans were the Battle of Little Bighorn Wounded Knee on a map. 
and Wounded Knee.  

One method of eliminating the Indian presence in the 
west was by exterminating the buffalo.  
 
Following  the  period  of  conflict,  the  United  States 
established a reservation policy.  
 
The Dawes Act was an attempt by the government to Discuss  the  reasons  why  the  Dawes  Act  was  not 
assimilate Native Americans into mainstream American successful for Native Americans. 
culture. 
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