
 
 
 

Subject:  Global History and Geography Grade:   9  Timeline:          September Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  Methods of Social Sciences Total Time for Instruction:   4  weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 1 

Teacher�s Comment:              

NYS:   2: World History; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Geography 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  
The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Students should understand the basic methods of social Geography is the study of the earth and its features. Use latitude and longitude to locate places on a map. 
science and how they are used. 

There are five themes of geography: Locate and label the seven continents. 
�   Location 

�   Place Locate the world regions on a map: East Asia, South 
�   Interaction between    people    and    their Asia,   Southeast   Asia,   Sub-Saharan  Africa,   Latin 

environment America, Middle East, and Europe 
�   Movement 
�   Region 

The social sciences are: Identify the social sciences - anthropology, archaeology, 
�   Anthropology - the study of humans sociology, economics, history and political science. 
�   Archaeology - the study of human artifacts  
�   Sociology - the study of people in groups  
�   Economics  -  the  study  of  the  allocation  of  
 limited resources  
�   History -  the  study  of  the  oral  and  written 

record of past civilizations 
�   Political Science - the study of governments and  
 their structure  

Culture is all of the elements that make up people�s 
entire way of life.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  
The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Culture is all of the elements that make up people�s 
entire way of life.  
 
The elements of culture are: Discuss the elements of culture. 

�   Social organization  
�   Customs and traditions �   
Religion  
�   Arts and literature  
�   Language  
�   Government  
�   Economic systems  

 
Cultural diffusion is the spread of ideas or products from one 
culture to another.  
 
Interdependence is the mutual dependence of countries on 
goods, resources, and knowledge from other parts of the 
world.  

There are different types of economic systems including:  
�   Mixed economy Identify the different types of economic systems. 
�   Market economy  
�   Command economy  
�   Traditional economy  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

There are different types of political systems including: Identify the different types of political systems. 
�   Monarchy  
�   Democracy  
�   Socialism  
�   Communism  
�   Theocracy  
�   Republic  
�   Dictatorship  
�   Totalitarian government �   
Oligarchy  

 
Terms:  
archipelago,  artifact,  cartography,  citizen,  climate,  
communism,  creationism,  cultural  diffusion,  culture,  
Charles  Darwin,  delta,  demand,  democracy,  desert,  
dictatorship,   economic,   exact   location,   evolution,  
government, interdependence,   isthmus,   latitude,  
longitude,   monarchy,   natural   selection,   peninsula, 
plains,  plateau,  political,  relative  location,  republic, 
river,  scarcity,  social,  social  Darwinism,  socialism, 
supply, theocracy, topography, totalitarian  
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Subject:  Global History and Geography Grade:   9  Timeline:        October 

Unit:  Early People Total Time for Instruction:   2 weeks 

Teacher�s Comment:    

NYS:   2: World History; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Geography 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Sequential Significance:  Unit 2 

Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.)  

 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Students  should  understand  the  characteristics  of The Paleolithic Age, also known as the Old Stone Age, 
civilizations and the importance of river valleys to early 
civilizations. 
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occurred from 2.5 million to 8,000 BC. Identify characteristics of the Paleolithic Age. 

Characteristics of the Paleolithic Age included: 
�   Nomadic lifestyle 
�   Hunters-gatherers 
�   Use of fire 
�   Early use of simple tools 

The Neolithic Age, also known as the New Stone Age, 
occurred from 8,000 to 3,000 BC. 

Characteristics of the Neolithic Age included: Identify characteristics of the Neolithic Age. 
�    Sedentary lifestyle 
�    Farming 
�    Domestication of animals 
�    Metallurgy 
�    Organized government 
�    Traditional economy 
�    Increased population density 
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  
The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The rise of civilizations took place after 4,000 BC. Compare  and  contrast  the  Paleolithic  Age  to  the 
Neolithic Age.  

 
Characteristics of civilizations include: Identify characteristics of civilizations. 

�    Job specialization  
�    Organized government/military �    
Complex religion  
�    Cities  
�    Surplus agriculture  
�    Arts and architecture  
�    Record keeping/writing  
�    Math, science, technology  

 
The  first  human  civilizations  arose  in  river  valleys Identify the importance of river valleys to early human 
because they had: civilizations. 

�    Fertile soil  
�    Transportation  
�    Fresh water  
�    Irrigation  

Locations of early river valleys civilizations: Locate and label the early river valley civilizations, and 
�    Fertile   Crescent/Mesopotamia [Tigris   and their corresponding rivers, on a map: 

Euphrates River] �   Fertile   Crescent/Mesopotamia [Tigris   and 
�    Egyptians [Nile River] Euphrates River] 
�    Harappan [Indus River] �   Egyptians [Nile River] 
�    Chinese [Huang He River, aka Yellow River] �   Harappan [Indus River] 

�   Chinese [Huang He River, aka Yellow River]  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Terms:  
agricultural revolution, city-state, civilization, 
domestication,  Fertile  Crescent,  Harappa,  hominid,  
homo sapiens, irrigation, Mohenjo-Daro, Neolithic age,  
nomad,  Paleolithic  age,  polytheism,  silt,  subsistence,  
technology  
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Subject:  Global History and Geography Grade:   9  Timeline:  October-November Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  Africa Total Time for Instruction:   6-7 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 3 

Teacher�s Comment:    

NYS:   2: World History; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Geography 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Students  should  understand  the  geography  of  the Geography Geography 
continent of Africa and how the geography influenced The major bodies of water of Africa are: Locate and label the current countries of Africa on a 
cultures on the continent. �    Congo River [Zaire River] political map. 

�    Nile River 
�    Niger River Locate and label the major bodies of water of Africa on 
�    Lake Victoria a map: 

�   Congo River [Zaire River] 
The physical features of Africa are: �   Nile River 

�    Cape of Good Hope �   Niger River 
�    Kalihari Desert �   Lake Victoria 
�    Sahara Desert 
�    Namib Desert Locate and label the physical features of Africa on a 
�    the Sahel map. 
�    the Savanna �   Cape of Good Hope 
�    Mt. Kilimanjaro �   Kalihari Desert 
�    Great Rift Valley �   Sahara Desert 
�    Congo Basin �   Namib Desert 

�   the Sahel 
The climate zones of Africa: �   the Savanna 

�    Desert �   Mt. Kilimanjaro 
�    Savanna �   Great Rift Valley 
�    Rain forest �   Congo Basin 
�    Mediterranean  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Geography Continued Geography Continued 
Location and capitals of major African countries. Identify the climate zones of Africa on a map: 

�   Desert  
�   Savanna  
�   Rain forest  
�   Mediterranean  

 
Pre-Modern History Pre-Modern History 

Students should understand the characteristics of ancient Egypt Egypt 
African civilizations such as Egypt, Axum, the West The  fertile  soil  of  the  Nile  River  fostered  the Locate Egypt on a map. 
African kingdoms and Benin. development of the Egyptian civilization. 

 
The government of Ancient Egypt was led by a pharaoh. 

Characteristics  of  the  Ancient  Egyptian  civilization Identify  the  characteristics  of  the  Ancient  Egyptian 
included: civilization. 

�    Hieroglyphics  
�    Theocracy  
�    Polytheism  
�    Pyramids  

 
The Kingdom of Axum [aka Aksum] The Kingdom of Axum [aka Aksum] 
Axum was located in East Africa along the Nile River, Locate and label the Kingdom of Axum on a map. 
in present day Ethiopia. 

Characteristics of Axum included: Identify the characteristics of Axum. 
�    Trade  
�    Early Christians  
�    Contributions in architecture and language  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
The  Rise  and  Fall  of  West  African  Trading The  Rise  and  Fall  of  West  African  Trading 
Kingdoms Kingdoms 
The three West African trading kingdoms were Ghana, Locate and label Ghana, Songhai, and Mali on a map of 
Songhai, and Mali. Africa. 

The history of West Africa was influenced by the 
TransSaharan gold-salt trade and Islam.  
 
Leaders  like  Mansa  Musa  spread  Islam  throughout 
western Africa.  
 
Characteristics  of  West  African  Trading  Kingdoms Identify  the  characteristics  of  West  African  Trading 
included: Kingdoms. 

�   Strong central government supported by a strong  
 military  
�   Taxed trade  

Timbuktu was a center of learning with Islamic scholars that 
developed in Mali.  

Contact with Portugal led to the Atlantic slave trade and Explain how contact with Portugal affected the West 
the fragmentation of West African kingdoms. African kingdoms. 
 
Benin Benin 
Benin was located near the delta of the Niger River. Locate and label Benin on a map. 
 
Benin was a rain forest civilization that was known for its 
bronze sculptures.  
 
Benin participated in extensive trade with Europeans.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Eastern City-States and Southern Empires  
Zimbabwe had a walled city built with stones, which 
represents that organized civilization existed in southern 
Africa before European contact.  

East  African city-states  were  an  example  of  cultural  
diffusion  and  evidence  of  extensive  trading  between  
Africa,  South  Asia,  and  Arabia  prior  to  European  
contact.  

 
Traditional Culture Traditional Culture 

Students   should   understand   the   foundations   of The  traditional  economies  of  Africa  were  based  on Identify characteristics of traditional African cultures. 
traditional cultures in Africa. subsistence agriculture and the barter system. 

The diversity of African geography led to a large variety of  
tribal  cultures,  each  with  their  own  unique 
characteristics.  

Examples of varying traditional cultures, belief systems and 
social organizations included:  

�   Animism v. monotheism  
�   Matriarchal v. patriarchal  
�   Extended families  
�   Bride wealth  

 
Traditional African art expressed religious beliefs and  
rights, and was a way to communicate with the spirit  
world.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 

Modern History [1500 to present] Modern History [1500 to present] 

Students should understand how contact with Europeans Early European Contact Early European Contact 
impacted the people and history of African nations. Initial Portuguese exploration, involving Bartholomeu Identify the routes of initial Portuguese exploration led 

Dias and Vasco da Gama, led to contact between the by Bartholomeu Dias and Vasco da Gama. 
West African states and Europeans. 

The  Portuguese  trading  posts  were  restricted  to  the 
coasts   of   Africa   because   of   limited   European 
technology, geographic obstacles in Africa, and native 
African resistance.  

Effects of European contact with Africa included: Discuss the effects of European contact with Africa. 
�   Rise of Atlantic slave trade 
�   Decline and demise of west African traditional 

culture 
�   Impact and use of technology 

 
19th Century Imperialism 19th Century Imperialism 
With the advent of the Industrial Revolution, European Describe how the Industrial Revolution contributed to 
nations had the ability and the desire to colonize lands in 19th century imperialism. 
Africa and Asia. 

Economic  causes  of  Imperialism  as  a  result  of  the Discuss the economic causes of European imperialism. 
Industrial Revolution included: 

�   Need for raw materials  
�   Desire for new markets  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

19th Century Imperialism Continued 19th Century Imperialism Continued 
Social causes of Imperialism included: Discuss the social causes of European imperialism. 

�    Perceived European cultural superiority  
�    Spread of Christianity  
�    Population pressures in Europe  

Political causes of Imperialism included: Discuss the political causes of European imperialism. 
�    European nationalism 
�    Rivalries between European nations 

 
The  impact  of  technology  on  European  imperialism Discuss  the  impact  of  technology  on   European 
included: imperialism. 

�    improved weapons  
�    advancements in transportation and navigation  

 
The effects of European imperialism included: Discuss the effects of European imperialism. 

�    improved infrastructure and communication  
�    introduction of a money economy  
�    improved health care and sanitation  
�    increased educational opportunities  
�    introduction of western government structures 
 �   cultural diffusion  
�    creation of political boundaries  
�    increased technology  
�    changing roles of men and women  
�    decline   of   traditional   cultures   due   to  
 urbanization  
�    creation of political boundaries  
�    African resistance such as the Zulu empire 

                                                                                                                                �    the Boer War  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) 

 
Understandings 
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Essential Knowledge 
(What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 
(major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

 
 
 
 

The students must know: 
20th Century/Independence Movements 
The growth of the Pan-African movement was a colonial 
response to European imperialism. 

World   War   II   impacted   the   African   nationalist 
movement due to the political and economic instability 
of European nations after the war. 

 
Colonial   education   led   to   the   desire   for   self- 
determination and economic advancement. 

 
There was a rise in non-western nationalism. 

Nationalist  leaders  played  an  important  role  in  the 
independence movement. 

Some important nationalist leaders were: 
�   Kwame Nkrumah - Ghana 
�   Jomo Kenyatta - Kenya 
�   Julius Nyerere - Tanzania 

Post-Independence Issues 
The political boundaries established by Europeans at the 
Berlin  Conference  led  to  continued  ethnic  tensions 
within Africa, such as: 

�   border wars 
�   genocide 
�   civil war 
�   challenges to nationalism and democracy 
�   tribalism 

In 1994, ethnic tensions led to genocide in Rwanda. 
 

13 

Essential Skills 
(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry 
The students must be able to: 
20th Century/Independence Movements 
Discuss   the   roots   of   the   African   independence 
movements in the 20th century. 

Discuss the role of each of the following nationalist 
leaders: 

�   Kwame Nkrumah - Ghana 
�   Jomo Kenyatta - Kenya 
�   Julius Nyerere - Tanzania 

Post-Independence Issues 
Describe the roots of the continued ethnic tensions in 
Africa and the effects of that tension. 

  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 

South Africa South Africa 
Students should understand the 20th century history of Apartheid  was  a  policy  of  racial  separation  and 
South Africa and the struggle for equality faced by its segregation in South Africa. 
majority population.  

In  1948,   the   National   Party   of   South   Africa  
(Afrikaaners) instituted apartheid as an official policy of  
segregation.  

Nelson  Mandela  and  the  African  National  Congress 
(ANC) challenged the policies of the white minority 
government.  
 
In  1962, Mandela was imprisoned by the government for 
his anti-apartheid agitations.  

F.W. de Klerk was elected president of South Africa in  
1989.  

In 1990,  the  ANC  was  legalized  and  Mandela  was Discuss  the  role  that  Nelson  Mandela  played  in  the 
released. apartheid struggle in South Africa. 

In 1994, all South Africans were allowed to vote.  

The ANC won the majority and Mandela was elected 
president of South Africa.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 

Modern Issues in Africa Modern Issues in Africa 
Students should understand the modern issues facing Modern issues in Africa include: Discuss the modern issues that exist in Africa and what, 
many of the nations in Africa. �    AIDS crisis if anything, is being done to address them. 

�    hunger and famine  
�    use and distribution of scarce resources �    
political instability  
�    desertification and deforestation �    
population pressures  
�    poverty  
�    status of women  

 
Terms:  
�Africa   for   Africans�,   animism,   barter,   B erlin  
Conference,  cataracts,  deforestation,  FW  de  Klerk,  
desertification,  escarpments,  ethnocentrism,  genocide,  
Nelson Mandela, matriarchal, Mau Mau revolt, Thabo  
Mbeki,   nationalism,   Negritude   movement,   Pan- 
Africanism, patriarchal, pharaoh, polytheism, population  
explosion, pyramids,  �slash and burn�,  �scramble for  
Africa�,  Swahili,  tribalism,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  
white man�s burden�  
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Subject:  Global History and Geography Grade:   9  Timeline: November-December     Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  South Asia Total Time for Instruction:   6-7 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 4 

Teacher�s Comment:    

NYS:   2: World History; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Geography 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Geography Geography 
Students should understand the geography of South Asia The countries of South Asia are: Locate and label the countries of South Asia on a map: 
and  how  the  geography  influenced  cultures  on  the �   India �   India 
continent. �   Pakistan �   Pakistan 

�   Bangladesh �   Bangladesh 
�   Sri Lanka �   Sri Lanka 
�   Nepal �   Nepal 
�   Bhutan �   Bhutan 

The major bodies of water of South Asia are: Locate and label the major bodies of water of South 
�   Bay of Bengal Asia on a map: 
�   Indian Ocean �   Bay of Bengal 
�   Arabian Sea �   Indian Ocean 
�   Indus River �   Arabian Sea 
�   Ganges River �   Indus River 
�   Brahmaputra River �   Ganges River 

�   Brahmaputra River 

The physical features of South Asia are: Locate and label the physical features of South Asia on a 
�   Himalayan Mountains map: 
�   Eastern and Western Ghats Mountains �   Himalayan Mountains 
�   Deccan Plateau �   Eastern and Western Ghats Mountains 

�   Deccan Plateau  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  
The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Geography Continued Geography Continued 
�   Thar Desert (or Great Indian) �   Thar Desert (or Great Indian) 
�   Hindu Kush Mountains �   Hindu Kush Mountains 
�   Khyber Pass �   Khyber Pass 
�   Indo-Gangetic Plain �   Indo-Gangetic Plain 

The climate of South Asia includes: Describe the climate of South Asia. 
�   wet and dry monsoons 
�   cyclones 

 
Pre-Modern History Pre-Modern History 

Indus River Valley Civilization Indus River Valley Civilization 
Students should understand the characteristics of early The Indus River Valley had an advanced civilization Locate and label the Indus River and the Indus River 
South Asian civilizations such as the Indus River Valley with sizable urban communities along the Indus River Valley on a map. 
civilization and the Aryans. and its tributaries. 
 

There is evidence of urban planning in the city-states of 
the Indus River Valley. 

The two major city-states were Harappa and Mohenjo- Identify the two major city-states of the Indus River 
Daro. Valley - Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro - on a map. 

Accomplishments  of  Indus  River  Valley  civilizations Discuss the accomplishments of the Indus River Valley 
include: civilizations. 

�   written language  
� grid system for streets  
� health and sanitation  
�   weights and measures  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Indus River Valley Civilization Continued  
 �   sewers  

�   organized system of government  
�   social classes  
��organized religion  
�  arts and architecture  
��agricultural surplus  
�   trade  

 
The Aryans  
The Aryans were Indo-European nomads who entered the   
region through the Khyber Pass.                                             

The Aryans introduced to India the Vedas (sacred texts  
of Hinduism), the caste system (varna), and Sanskrit.  
 
Traditional Culture Traditional Culture 
Hinduism Hinduism 
Hinduism was a major influence on early Indian culture.  
 
The beliefs and practices of Hinduism include: Discuss the beliefs and practices of Hinduism. 

�   Brahma  
�   reincarnation (samsara) 
�   ahimsa  
�   dharma  
�   karma  
�   moksha  
�   atman  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Hinduism Continued Hinduism Continued 
Important Hindu texts include: Identify important Hindu texts. 

�   Ramayana  
�   Upanishads  
�   Mahabarata  
�   Vedas  

The caste  system  was  a  hereditary  socio-economic 
division of society.  

Describe the caste system. 
The castes included: 

�   Brahmin - priests 
�   Kshatriya - rulers and warriors 
�   Vaishya - peasants, merchants and artisans 
�   Shudra - laborers and servants 
�   Untouchables -  performed  unclean  activities 

(tanners, sweepers, garbage men) 

Hinduism�s influence on other belief systems includes: Discuss the influence of Hindu on other belief systems 
�   Buddhism such as: 
�   Jainism �   Buddhism 
�   Sikhism �   Jainism 

�   Sikhism  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Buddhism Buddhism 
Buddhism   was   founded   by   Siddhartha   Gautama 
(Buddha) in the sixth century BC in present day Nepal. 
 
Buddhism became popular because it rejected Brahmin Discuss the reasons why Buddhism became popular in 
power and the caste system. South Asia. 
 
The basic beliefs of Buddhism include the Four Noble 
Truths and the Eightfold Path. 
 
Buddhism incorporated many aspects of Hinduism such Discuss the aspects of Buddhism that are influences of 
as reincarnation and karma. Hindu. 
 
Although  Buddhism  was  founded  in  India,  the  vast Compare and contrast the beliefs of Hinduism to the 
majority of today�s practicing Buddhists are found in beliefs of Buddhism. 
other parts of the world. 

Today�s Indian population is 80% Hindu. 
 
Jainism Jainism 
Jainism is a religion that developed at the same time as Describe the origins of Jainism. 
Buddhism as a response to the Brahmin power and the 
caste system.  

Jainism was founded by Mahavira  

Jainism practices ahimsa to an extreme.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Sikhism Sikhism 
Sikhism is a blend of Hindu and Islamic beliefs. 

Compare and contrast the characteristics of Hinduism, 
Sikhism was founded by Nanak in the fifteenth century. Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. 
 
Traditional Family Life Traditional Family Life 
Family is of vital importance to the people of South  
Asia.  

Most people live in extended families and have arranged 
marriages.  

Issues  concerning  the  treatment  of  women  in  South Describe the issues concerning the treatment of women 
Asian society include the following: in South Asian society. 

�   Sati  
�   Castes  
�   Purdah  
�   Dowry  
�   Female infanticide  

 
Early Empires  
The Mauryan empire united India in 321 BC.  
 
Asoka  (Ashoka) was a warlike ruler of the Mauryan 
empire  who  converted  to  Buddhism  and  spread  it 
throughout his empire and beyond.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
RUFSD Curriculum Map - Grade 9 Global History 21  
Created 2008-09  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Early Empires Continued Early Empires Continued 
Accomplishments of Asoka included: Discuss the accomplishments of Asoka 

�   Practiced religious toleration  
�   Extensive infrastructure  
�   Built stupas and influenced architecture  
�   Created a unified set of laws  
�   Spread Buddhist beliefs  

Asoka�s edicts were a written set of laws on pillars that Compare and contrast the Code of Manu to other unified 
were displayed publicly throughout the empire. code of laws, such as Hammurabi�s Code. 

The Gupta Empire was the Golden Age of India taking 
place from 320 to 535 AD.  

Accomplishments of the Gupta empire included: Discuss the accomplishments of the Gupta empire. 
�   Art  
�   Literature - Kalidasa  
�   Science - chemistry, astronomy, medicine  
�   Mathematics - decimal system, zero, pi  
�   Highly structured political system  
�   Intercontinental trade - silk roads  

Islam Islam 
The founder of Islam was Muhammad.  
 
The laws of Islam are the Five Pillars: Discuss the Five Pillars of Islam. 

�   There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is  
 his prophet.  
�   Muslims  must  bow  toward  the  holy  city  of  
 Mecca and pray five times a day.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Islam Continued Islam Continued 
�   Muslims must give alms (charity) to the poor.  
�   Muslims must fast during the ninth month of the  
 Muslim  calendar,  Ramadan,  from  sunrise  to  
 sunset each day.  
�   Muslims  must  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  
 (called the hejira), once in their lifetime.  

Muslim invaders came in to South Asia through the Describe the effects of the Muslim invasion from 600 to 
Khyber Pass from 600 to 1200 AD. 1200 AD. 

The dominating Muslim presence in this time period led 
to the conversion of many Indians to Islam. 

 
Modern History [1500 to present] Modern History [1500 to present] 

Students should understand how contact with Europeans The Mogul (Mughal) Empire was founded by Babur and 
impacted the people and history of South Asian nations, ruled  from  the  sixteenth  century  into  the  eighteenth 
particularly India. century. 
 

The Mogul Empire was led by Muslim rulers. 
 

The Mogul empire re-united India for fifty years under 
Akbar. 

Accomplishments of the Mogul Empire included: Discuss the accomplishments of the Mogul Empire. 
�   Religious toleration 
�   Compromise between Hindus and Muslims 
�   Period of expansion  
�   Arts  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Modern History [1500 to present] Continued Modern History [1500 to present] Continued 

�   Justice  
�   Resisted Portuguese colonization �   
Architecture - Taj Mahal  

The downfall of the Mogul empire came when their 
ruler no longer practiced religious toleration.  
 
The Hindus revolted against the religious repression, 
which  resulted  in  civil  war  between  Hindus  and 
Muslims.  
 
During  this  time,  the  British  arrived  and  found  the Describe the effect of the civil war in the Mogul Empire 
empire easy to take over amidst the turbulence. between the Hindus and the Muslims. 
 
Early European contact  
The Portuguese were the first Europeans to reach India.  

The Portuguese were motivated by the luxury goods  
trade.  
 
The British in India  
The British East India Company set up trading ports in 
Bombay and Calcutta.  

The British East India Company exported agricultural 
goods to the rest of the British empire.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The British in India Continued The British in India Continued 
The British East India Company had the power to pass 
laws, collect taxes, and to own land.  

The British government did not check the power of the  
British East India Company, resulting in an economic  
entity setting up political power in a foreign land.  
 
The Sepoys were Indian soldiers serving in the British 
army who were upset because they were being sent to 
fight in other parts of the empire using weapons that 
went against their religious beliefs.  
 
In 1857, the Sepoy Mutiny resulted in the direct rule of  Discuss the effects of the Sepoy Mutiny.  
Great Britain and the British East India Company was  
abolished.  
 
Impacts of British rule on India included: Discuss the positive and negative impacts of British rule 
�   Improved infrastructure in India. 
�   Improved health care and sanitation  
�   Increased educational opportunities for members of  
 higher castes  
�   Introduced western government structures  
�   Brought order and peace  
�   Created a new middle class  
�   Increased technology  
�   Decline of traditional culture  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The British in India Continued The British in India Continued 
Impacts of British rule on India included:  
�   Introduced plantation agriculture which contributed  
 to famines  
�   Required Indians to buy British manufactured goods  
�   Passed high taxes  
 
Indian independence movement Indian independence movement 
In 1885 the Indian National Congress was founded to 
advise the British on how to better govern India. 

In 1906,   the   Muslim  League  was   founded  by 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 
 
The end of World War I stirred nationalist sentiments in  
India.  
 
The Amritsar massacre occurred when the British army 
slaughtered more than 400 Indians who were peacefully 
protesting British rule.  
 
The Amritsar massacre unified the Indian people behind Describe the effects of the Amritsar massacre. 
the nationalist movement. 
 
Mohandas  Gandhi  emerged  as  the  leader  of  the 
independence movement.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Indian independence movement Continued Indian independence movement Continued 

Gandhi  utilized  a  variety  of  non-violent  methods 
(satyagraha) including: 

�   Civil disobedience 
�   Boycotts -  Quit  India  Campaign,  Homespun 

movement Discuss  the  methods  used  by  Mohandas  Ghandi  in 
�   Writings protesting British rule in India. 
�   Marches - the Salt March  
�   Fasting  
�   Speeches  

 
As a result of the decline of European power after World 
War II, the British were forced to pull out of India.  
 
Due to the conflict between Muslims and Hindus of the Compare and contrast the British withdrawal from India 
Indian sub-continent, India was partitioned into India with the independence movements in Africa. 
and Pakistan. 

Gandhi was killed by a Hindu extremist in 1948 who felt 
that he was acquiescing too much to the Muslims.  

Jawaharlal Nehru became the first prime minister of 
India and Muhammad Ali Jinnah became the first prime 
minister of Pakistan.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Turbulence in South Asia After Independence Turbulence in South Asia After Independence 
Since the creation of Pakistan, there has been a history 
of political instability in South Asia. 
 
Religion continues to be the source of much conflict Discuss the issues that have caused problems between 
throughout the sub-continent. India and Pakistan. 

In  1971,  East Pakistan, with the assistance of India,  
broke free from Pakistan and became Bangladesh.  
 
Kashmir became a contested region between India and 
Pakistan.  

There have been three wars fought between India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir.  

In 1966,  Indira  Gandhi  was  chosen  the  first  female 
prime minister of India. 

During Indira Gandhi�s rule, there were many conflicts 
with Sikh extremists.  

In  1984, Indira Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh 
bodyguards.  

Rajiv Gandhi succeeded his mother as Prime Minister of  
India.  

Rajiv Gandhi left office in 1989 and was assassinated  
two years later while campaigning to regain power.  
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Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 
Turbulence  in  South  Asia  After  Independence Turbulence  in  South  Asia  After  Independence 
Continued Continued 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee became the leader of India in 1998 as 
the head of the Hindu National Party (aka BJP).  
 
India and Pakistan both possess nuclear weapons, which 
contribute to the instability in the region.  

Beginning with the Cold War, India followed a policy of non-
alignment with the developed nations.  

Current  Social  and  Economic  Issues  of  South  Asia Discuss the current social and economic issues of South 
include: Asia. 

�   Poverty  
�   Overpopulation  
�   AIDS  
�   Ethnic and religious tensions  
�   Green Revolution  
�   Urbanization  
�   Scarcity of resources  
�   Growth of the middle class 
�   Modernization  
�   Changing roles of men and women 
�   Declining role of the castes  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Terms:  
Akbar, ahimsa, Amritsar massacre, arranged marriage,  
Asoka, atman, Babur, Benazir Bhutto, Brahma, Buddha,  
caste,  civil  disobedience,     dharma,  dowry,  General  
Reginald   Dwyer,   Eightfold   Path,   enlightenment,  
extended  family,  Four  Noble  Truths,  Ganesh,  Indira  
Gandhi,   Mohandas   Gandhi,   golden   age,   Green  
Revolution, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, karma, Mahayana,  
mixed economy, moksha, monsoons, Jawaharlal Nehru,  
nirvana, non-alignment, partition, polytheism, purdah,  
reincarnation,  samsara,  sati,  satyagraha,  sects,  Sepoy  
Mutiny, Shah Jahan, Shiva, stupa, subsistence, sutras,  
Tamil  Tigers,  Theravada,  untouchables,  urbanization,  
viceroy, Vishnu  
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Subject:  Global History and Geography Grade:   9  Timeline:        January-March Scheduled Revision:   TBD 

Unit:  East Asia Total Time for Instruction:   11-12 weeks Sequential Significance:  Unit 5 

Teacher�s Comment:    

NYS:   2: World History; 3: Geography; 4: Economics; 5: Civics, Citizenship and Geography 

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

The countries and political entities of East Asia are: Locate and label the countries and political entities of 
�   China East Asia on a map: 
�   Taiwan �   China 
�   North Korea �   Taiwan 
�   South Korea �   North Korea 
�   Hong Kong �   South Korea 
�   Japan �   Hong Kong 
�   Tibet �   Japan 

�   Tibet 

Students should understand the geography of China and China - Geography China - Geography 
how the geography influenced its development. The major bodies of water of China are: Locate and label the major bodies of water of China on a 

�   Yellow Sea map: 
�   Pacific Ocean �   Yellow Sea 
�   South China Sea �   Pacific Ocean 
�   East China Sea �   South China Sea 
�   Sea of Japan �   East China Sea 
�   Yellow River [Huang He] �   Sea of Japan 
�   Yangzi River �   Yellow River [Huang He] 
�   Xi River [Pearl] �   Yangzi River 

�   Xi River [Pearl]  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

China - Geography Continued China - Geography Continued 
The physical features of China are: Locate and label the physical features of China on a 

�   Gobi Desert map: 
�   Plateau of Tibet �   Gobi Desert 
�   Himalayan Mountains �   Plateau of Tibet 
�   Takla Makan Desert �   Himalayan Mountains 
�   Kunlun Shan [Mountains] �   Takla Makan Desert 
�   Tien Shan [Mountains] �   Kunlun Shan [Mountains] 
�   Coastal Plain �   Tien Shan [Mountains] 

�   Coastal Plain 

China can generally be divided into four quadrants: Identify the four quadrants of China on a map. 
�   Northeast - temperate 
�   Northwest - desert/arid  
�   Southeast - sub-tropical  
�   Southwest - mountain/plateau  

 
The climate of China includes: Discuss the effect of China�s climate on its culture. 

�   Monsoons  
�   Flooding  
�   Earthquakes  
�   Tsunamis  
�   Typhoons  

 
Only 11% of the land in China is arable.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RUFSD Curriculum Map - Grade 9 Global History 32  
Created 2008-09  



 
 
 

Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 

China - Pre-Modern History China - Pre-Modern History 

River Valley Civilizations River Valley Civilizations 
Students  should  understand  the  characteristics  and The fertile soil of  the Huang He River fostered  the 
contributions of early Chinese dynasties. development of early Chinese civilization. 

 
Early Dynasties Early Dynasties 
Organized Chinese civilization dates to approximately 
2000 BC.  

The first  recorded  dynasty in  Chinese  history  is  the 
Shang, although scholars debate the possible existence of 
an earlier dynasty known as the Xia.  

The contributions of the Shang Dynasty [1532 to 1027 Discuss the major contributions of the Shang Dynasty. 
BC] included: 

�   Major city - Anyang  
�   Developed a writing system [oracle bones]  
�   Bronze Age  

The Zhou used the mandate of heaven to justify their 
overthrow of the Shang.  
 
The decline of the Zhou Dynasty is an example of the Explain how the decline of the Zhou Dynasty is an 
implementation of the dynastic cycle. example of the implementation of the dynastic cycle. 
 
Shi Huangdi was the first Qin emperor; he used military 
power to unite China and crush dissent.  
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Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 

(What students must be able to do.) 

Assessment/Evidence of Learning: 
All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer 

Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  
The students must know: The students must be able to: 

Early Dynasties Continued Early Dynasties Continued 

Other contributions of the Qin Dynasty included: 
�   Roads 
�   Standardized   currency   and   weights   and 

measures 
�   Laws 
�   Legalism 
�   Great Wall 
�   Terra cotta warriors 
�   Xian - capital 

The Han Dynasty [202 BC to 220 AD] followed the Qin 
Dynasty. 

Discuss the major contributions of the Qin Dynasty.  

The contributions of the Han Dynasty included: Discuss the contributions of the Han Dynasty. 
�   Established civil service system  
�   Heavily impacted by Confucianism  
�   Expanded the empire through war  
�   Highly structured government  
�   Recorded Chinese history  
�   Period  of  economic  prosperity  and  cultural  
 advance  such  as  use  of  the  wheelbarrow,  
 milling, and water clock  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 
 

China - Traditional Culture China - Traditional Culture 
Students   should   understand   the   foundations   of The philosophy of Confucianism had a major influence 
traditional  cultures  in  China,  including  Confucianism on Chinese culture. 
and Daoism.  

Confucianism teaches that there is a natural order to 
society, which is based on the Five Relationships.  

The teachings of Confucius were written by his disciples in 
the Analects.  

Daoism is a philosophy in which people live in harmony Compare and contrast Confucianism and Daoism. 
with nature and it is a rejection of the strict order of 
Confucianism.  

Influences of Daoism included:  
�    Contributions   to   science,   astronomy,   and  
 chemistry  
�    Medicine  
�    Arts and literature [Dao Te Ching]  

Legalism is a philosophy founded by Han Feizi.  

Legalism  established  a  highly  structured  government  
with harsh laws; it is a system of punishes and rewards.  

The  traditional  social  order  in  China  was  highly  
structured and influenced the daily lives of the people.  
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Continued�  

Content / Key Idea Essential Knowledge Essential Skills 
(Essential Learnings, Generalizations, Big Ideas) (What students must know.) (What students must be able to do.) 

content facts mastery vocabulary 

Understandings (major understandings - new NYS standards term) 
 
Assessment/Evidence of Learning:  

All levels of Bloom - Problem Solving - Planning  
Mechanical/motor - Process Application/Transfer  
 Math - Measurement - Graphing - Inquiry  

The students must know: The students must be able to: 

China - Traditional Culture Continued  
The  social  classes  included,  from  highest  to  lowest 
status in society:  

�    Emperor  
�    Gentry/Scholars  
�    Peasants  
�    Merchants  

 
Traditional family life in China was patriarchal and they 
lived in extended family units.  

 
The Golden Age Dynasties The Golden Age Dynasties 

Students  should  understand  the  characteristics  and The Tang and Song Dynasties created a Golden Age in 
contributions of the Golden Age Dynasties of China. China. 

The Tang dynasty [618-907 AD] had a strong central 
government based on Confucian philosophy and a civil 
service system.  
 
The contributions of the Tang dynasty included: Discuss the major contributions of the Tang Dynasty. 

�    Improved trade and agriculture  
�    Expanded infrastructure  
�    Restored civil service system  
�    Established printing system  
�    Landscape painting  
�    Architecture - pagoda  
�    Refined porcelain process  
�    Gun powder  
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The Golden Age Dynasties Continued The Golden Age Dynasties Continued 
The  Song  Dynasty  [960-1279 AD]  restored  China�s 
political   stability   and   was   an   age   of   cultural 
advancement.  

The contributions of the Song dynasty included: Discuss the major contributions of the Song Dynasty. 
�    Movable type  
�    Magnetic compass Compare and contrast the Tang and Song Dynasties. 
�    Paper money  
�    Economic prosperity  
�    Art and literature  

The Mongol [Yuan] Dynasty The Mongol [Yuan] Dynasty 
Genghis Khan, the first leader of the Mongols, came to 
power in 1206 in northern China.  

By 1221, central Asia was under Mongol control.  
 
The  period  of  Mongol  peace  encouraged  trade  and 
cultural exchange between Europe and Asia.  

Kublai Khan, grandson of Genghis Khan, set up the 
Yuan Dynasty and ruled most of China.  
 
As  the  first  foreigner  to  rule  China,  Kublai  Khan 
adopted the more developed Chinese culture.  

The Yuan Dynasty failed to conquer Japan and fell after the 
death of Kublai Khan.  
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The Ming Dynasty The Ming Dynasty 
The Ming Dynasty [1368-1644] restored Chinese rule to 
China.  

The  Ming  Dynasty  brought  renewed  power  and 
prosperity to China.  
 
Zheng He, the Chinese Muslim explorer, spread Chinese 
culture and technology throughout southeast Asia, India, and 
east Africa.  
 
The contributions of the Ming Dynasty included: Discuss the contributions of the Ming Dynasty. 

�    Porcelain 
�    Poetry  
�    Isolationism  

 
China - Modern History [post 1644] China - Modern History [post 1644] 
The Qing Dynasty, founded by the Manchus, was an 
example of foreign domination.  

While adopting some aspects of Chinese culture, such as 
Confucianism,  the  Manchus  maintained  their  own 
distinct culture.  

The  Manchus  continued  a  policy  of  isolationism,  
however, they were unable to maintain this policy as a  
result of European exploration and expansionism.  
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China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued 
China�s influence on Japan and Korea included:  
 �    Buddhism  

�    Confucianism  
�    Writing  
�    Art  
�    Porcelain  

 
Early attempts by Europeans to trade with China were 
rebuffed by the Chinese emperors.  
 
The Opium Wars were used as a means of forcing the  Discuss the effect of the Opium Wars.  
end of the policy of isolationism and dividing China into  
European spheres of influence.  
 
In the latter half of the nineteenth century, in reaction to poor 
treatment of the Chinese by the Europeans, several Chinese 
nationalist movements occurred.  

By 1911, China was in a state of disunity, following the 
death  of  the  Empress,  and  the  Chinese  people  were 
frustrated by the inability of the empire to expel the 
foreign influence.  
 
Sun Yat-sen led an unsuccessful attempt to unify China, 
which resulted in political chaos after 1912.  

The years from 1913 to 1916 saw the rise of warlord rule 
in China.  
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China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued 
Upon Sun Yat-sen�s death in the mid-1920s, Chiang 
Kai-Shek emerged as the leader of the Guomindang [the 
Nationalist Party].  

During the same time, a split within the Guomindang  
resulted in the formation of the Chinese Communist  
Party.  

By the 1930s, rivalries began between Chiang Kai-Shek  
and Mao Zedong over political structures for China.  

The  Japanese  invaded  Manchuria  in 1931  to  obtain 
mineral resources. 

In 1937,  Japan used Manchuria as a base to invade 
eastern  China,  resulting  in  the  communists  and 
nationalists forming a united front against the Japanese. 

After the defeat of the Japanese in  1945, a civil war Discuss factors that contributed to the Chinese Civil 
broke out between the Nationalists and the Communists, War in 1945. 
which lasted until 1949.  
 
In 1949, the Communists, led by Mao Zedong, defeated  
the  Nationalists  led  by  Chiang  Kai-Shek,  despite  
massive United States support for the Nationalists.  
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China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued 
Mao�s victory was largely due to gaining the support of the  
peasantry,  implementing  land  reform,  and  the 
corruption of Chiang Kai-Shek and his leaders.  

The civil war resulted in the creation of two Chinas with  
a communist political structure on the mainland and a  
non-communist structure on the island of Taiwan.  

Mao�s policies for the modernization of China included:  
 �   Five Year Plan  

�   Great Leap Forward  
�   Cultural Revolution  

The Great Leap Forward was a massive failure leading to 
the starvation of millions.  

The goal of the Cultural Revolution was to establish a  
society of peasants and workers in which all were equal.  

After Mao, the next significant leader was  
Deng Xiao Ping.  

Throughout the 1980s, Deng instituted many economic 
reforms.  

In  agriculture,  Deng  disbanded  the  communes  and  
allowed foreign investment in special economic zones.  

With  the  foreign  capital  often  came  political  ideals  
resulting in an increased call for democratic reform.  
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China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued China - Modern History [post 1644] Continued 
The pro-democratic movement culminated in  1989 in 
Tiananmen  Square,  where  a  largely  student-centered 
demonstration   rallied   against   strict   communist 
government control.  
 
Popular support bolstered the amount of influence that the 
demonstrations had.  
 
In response to the protests, Deng ordered martial law, Recognize  the  Goddess  of  Democracy  statue  and 
marking  the  beginning  of  a  massive  government understand its symbolism. 
campaign to stamp out protests.  

In  recent  years,  China  has  increasingly  become  a 
growing part of the global economy.  

China - Terms:  
Analects,   ancestor   worship,   assimilation,   Boxer  
Rebellion, Chiang Kai-Shek [Jiang Jieshi], civil service,  
Confucius, Dao  [Tao], Daoism  [Taoism], Deng Xiao  
Ping,  dynastic  cycle,  Empress  Ci  Xi,  filial  piety,  
Forbidden  City,  gentry,    Golden  Age,  Guomindang,  
Hong Kong, Legalism, Laozi [Lao-Tse], Li Bo, loess,  
Long March, Mandarins, mandate of heaven, Manchus,  
Marco Polo, Mao Zedong, Middle Kingdom, Monguls,  
One  Child  Policy,  Open  Door  Policy,  Opium  War,  
oracle bones, Red Guard, Silk Road, sphere of influence,  
Taiping  Rebellion,  Treaty  of  Nanking,  tsunami,  Sun  
Yat-sen [Sun Yixian], Zheng He  
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Japan - Geography Japan - Geography 
Students should understand the geography of Japan and The four major islands of Japan are: Locate and label the four major islands of Japan on a 
how the geography influenced its development. �   Hokkaido map: 

�   Honshu �   Hokkaido 
�   Kyushu �   Honshu 
�   Shikoku �   Kyushu 

�   Shikoku 

The major cities of Japan are: Locate and label the major cities of Japan on a map: 
�   Tokyo �   Tokyo 
�   Kyoto �   Kyoto 
�   Sapporo �   Sapporo 
�   Yokohama �   Yokohama 
�   Osaka �   Osaka 
�   Hiroshima �   Hiroshima 
�   Nagasaki �   Nagasaki 
�   Kobe �   Kobe 

The major bodies of water of Japan are: Locate and label the major bodies of water of Japan on a 
�   Sea of Japan map: 
�   Pacific Ocean �   Sea of Japan 
�   East China Sea �   Pacific Ocean 
�   Philippine Sea �   East China Sea 
�   Korean Strait �   Philippine Sea 

�   Korean Strait  

The major physical features of Japan are: Identify the major physical features of Japan on a map. 
�   Mt. Fuji  
�   the Ring of Fire  
�   the Japanese Alps  
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Japan - Pre-Modern History Japan - Pre-Modern History 

Early Japanese History Early Japanese History 
Students   should   understand   the   foundations   of Early  Japanese  culture  came  under  the  reign  of  the 
traditional cultures in Japan and the impact they had on Yamamoto emperors; their control over the countryside, 
its early history. in truth, was limited. 
 

Much of early Japanese culture was influenced by its 
neighbor  China. Chinese  influence  led  to  the 
development  and  growth  of  Buddhism  and  the  Tea 
Ceremony. 

 
Feudalism Feudalism 
The social hierarchy under feudalism was: Chart the social hierarchy of Japan during Feudal times. 

�   Emperor - figurehead  
�   Shogun - political leader  
�   Diamyos - noble  
� Samurai - warriors  
�   Ronin - paid soldiers  
�   Peasants - 90% of population  
�   Artisans  
�   Merchants  

The Samurai followed a strict warrior code of conduct, 
called the Code of Bushido.  

The  Code  of  Bushido  expected  samurais  to  show Compare the Code of Bushido to the western Middle 
reckless  courage,  reverence  for  the  gods,  generosity Ages code of chivalry. 
toward the weak, and show loyalty to their lords.  
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Japan - Modern History Japan - Modern History 
Japanese Isolationism Japanese Isolationism 

Students should understand the major events in The Tokugawa Shogunate was a powerful family of Discuss  the  effects  of  the  rule  of  the  Tokugawa 
modern Japanese history. shoguns that united Japan. Shogunate on Japan. 

Their  rule  brought  more  than  two  centuries  of 
prosperity, stability, and isolation to Japan.  

Japan  had  a  closed  country  policy,  which  shut  out 
western  contacts  and  was  hostile  to  western  ideas, 
especially Christianity.  

The United States sent Commodore Perry to open Japan to 
international trade and as a refueling station for trade with 
mainland Asia.  
 
Meiji  Restoration  and  Japanese  Modernization Meiji  Restoration  and  Japanese  Modernization 
(1868-1912) (1868-1912) 
During the Meiji Restoration, the Shogun stepped down Discuss what is meant by the terms, �Meiji Restoration.� 
and the imperial rule was restored. 

Emperor Meiji�s leadership was a means of modernizing Discuss the effects of Emperor Meiji�s leadership on 
to prevent the western imperialism of his nation. Japan. 

Some modernizations included:  
�   education - public schools  
�   industrialization  and  adaptation  of  western  
 production systems  
�   government -  a limited constitutional monarchy  
�   military  
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